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NIRVANA AND WORKS IN THE WORLD

THE union of the soul with the Purushottama by a
Yoga of the whole being is the complete teaching oi
the Gita and not only the union with the immutable
Self as in the nanower doctrine which follows the
exclusive way of knowledge. That is why the Gita
subsequently, after it has eflected the reconciliation of
knowledge and works, is able to develop the idea of
love and devotion, unified with both works and
knowledge, as the highest height of the way to the
supreme secret. Foi if the union with the immutable
Self were the sole secret or the highest secret, that would
not at all be possible; tor then at a given point our
inner basis for love and devotion, no less than our
inner foundation of works, would crumble away and
collapse. Union utter and exclusive with the immut-
able Self alone means the abolition of the whole point
of view of the mutable being, not only in its ordinary
and inferior action but in its very roots, in all that
makes its existence possible, not only in the works of
its ignorance, but in the works of its knowledge. It
would mean the abolition of all that difference in
conscious poise and activity between the human soul
and the Divine which makes possible the play of the
Kshara; for the action of the Kshara would become
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